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:JAMES APITO
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License No. M-2184

TO PRACTICE CHIROPRACTIC
IN THE STATE OF NEW  JERSEY

This matter was opened to the N
ew Jersey State Board of Chiropractic Examiners upon

receiptof informationwhichthe Board h
as reviewed and on which the followin

g findings of factand
conclusions of law are made

.

Administrative Action

FINAL ORDER
OF DISCIPLINE

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Respondent is a chiropractorin th
e State of New Jersey and has bee

n a Iicensee at alI
times relevant hereto

.

2. On June 15
, 1998 respondent entered a guilty plea to Possession of a Cont

rolledDa
ngerous Substance (Heroin) and Possession of D

rug Paraphemalia in New Jersey S
uperiorCoud

, Law Division, Somerset County. Specifically:

In January 1998
, Franklin Township Police were dispatched to the respondent's

apartment on a complaint of domestic dispute, at which time, respondent was found to be in
possession of heroin. At the time of his guilty plea

, respondent Apito indicated to the cou
rt thathe h

ad used heroin since 1993
. The sentencing repod also indi

cated that he had a conditional



discharge, drug offense, back in 1988 and another drug matt
er in 1997. Respondent informed

the coudthat his drug addiction be
gan while in college using marijuana

, latersnoding cocaine and
since 1993 using heroin

. Respondent fudher testified to th
e Court that he had not attended 

orcom
pleted anydrug abuse programs

. (Copyof Certifiedludgmentof Convictio
nwith attachments

annexed hereto and made a pad here
og

The fodlowing sentence was o
rdered: Three years probati

on beginning onS
eptember 18, 1998, drug and alcohol evaluation and treatment

, 50 hours community sefvice andmand
atory fines and penalties

.

reviewed the transcript of the app
earance by respondent before the

Preliminary Investigation Committe
e on July 9, 1998 and requested that r

espondent enroll at the
W illiam J. Farley Center in W illiamsburg

, Virginia for a four day assessm
ent for impaired

professionals.

4. The Board

5. Respondent requested that th
e Board review and accept the d

rug and alcohol
of the Superior Coud of New Jers

ey by the Program for
Addiction Consultation and Treat

ment (''PACT'') conducted at
Brunswick,

St. Peter'sMedical Center in N
ew

Respondent provided a
New Jersey in lieuof the assess

ment at theFadey Center
.

release to PACT authorizing them t
o submit theevaluation from thispro

gram to the Board
.

evaluation and notes from
6. TheBoard at its September 23

,

October 21, 1998 and

1999 meeting reviewed the

respondent's No
vember 18, 1998 sessions at PACT a

nd concluded that
the evaluation provided was

PACT evaluation did not provide

not adequate to address the Iicense
e'sIong term addiction

, as the
any indication of the licensee's abilit

y to practicechiropractic
.

performed at the directionevaluation

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The above conviction provid
es grounds for the suspension of his Iic

ense to practiceChi
ropractic in New Jersey pursuant to N

.J.S.A 45:1-2149 in that it is based on a c
rime of which



respondent was convicted is one of m
oral turpitude and/or relates ad

versely to the practice of
chiropractic.

Based on the foregoing findi
ngs and conclusions

,

suspending respondent's Iicense to pr
actice chiropractic

on February 22
, 2000

Discipline

in the State of New Jersey w
as entered

a Provisional Order of

and a copy was forwarded to re
spondent's Iast known address b

y meansof both regular a
nd cedified mail

. Order was subject to finalizationb
y the Board

the 30th business day followin
g entfy unlessrespondent

of the stated Findings of Fact or C
onclusions of Law by submittin

g a written requestfor 
modification or dismissal setting f

odh in writing any and aII re
asons why said findings and

conclusions should be modified ordi
smissed and subm itting anyand 

aII documents orotherwritten
evidence suppoding respondent'

s request for consideration and rea
sons therefor.

or dismissal requested a modification

at 5:00 p.m . on

The Provisional

Although the record reflects th
at the Provisional Order was ser

ved upon respondent
, noresponse has been 

received to date nor has the resp
ondent submitted an evaluati

on for theBoard'
s review, Accordinglythe Board consid

eredthe matter
, dete= inedthatfudherpr=

edingswere not 
necessary and Provisional Order should b

e made final.

ACCORDINGLY
, IT IS on this p

s J'
ORDERED that:

day of October
, 2000,

Respondent's Iicense to pradi
ce chiropractic in the State of New J

ersey be andhereby i
s suspended until the respondent parti

cipates and submits an eval
uation for a four day

assessmentforimpaired professionals 
attheW illiam J

. FarleycenterinW illiamsburg
, Virginia and



the Board is provided the oppod
unity to review the results of th

e evaluation and consider the
findings therein

.

Prior to resuming active- practi
ce in New Jersey respondent sh

all be required to
appear before the Board (oC a committee the

reog to demonstrate his fitness to do s
o, and anypractic

e in this State prior to said app
earance shall constitute grounds fo

r the a charge of
unlicensed practice

. ln addition, the Board reserves the right to place restrictions on respondent'
spractice should his Ii

cense be reinstated
.
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